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The ISL WORLD CRUISE FLEET 

The ISL World Cruise Fleet is compiled since the 1970s according to the same definition: Ships with 
cabins for 100 or more passengers offering cruise trips year-round or seasonally. This excludes passenger 
ships in liner services but includes other ship types like ferries or icebreakers in cruise services. While 
some 40 years ago this fleet included a lot of liners or ferries, today only a few units are not purpose-built 
cruise vessels.  
An even bigger cruise fleet by number of ships is plying the rivers of the world. Arnulf Hader in the 
“RIVER CRUISE FLEET HANDBOOK” documents this fleet since 2004. The latest edition 2018/19 
includes 875 ships with a minimum of 40 beds. Especially in Europe, this fleet is increasing fast. The book 
with 261 pages text and 201 pages ships lists costs 150 EUR in the printed edition and 290 EUR as PDF 
edition plus VAT and P&P. It is available from arnulf.hader@gmx.de 

RIVER CRUISE FLEET HANDBOOK 

 
 



The COASTAL CRUISE FLEET  

In addition, there are some cruise ships more which are not found on rivers nor are they allowed to make 
deep-sea trips. These are now documented in "The COASTAL CRUISE FLEET". Due to a fast rising 
fleet of comfortable small ships with less than 40 beds, the lower capacity limit is fixed at 32 beds. The 
result is a fleet of more than 200 ships in costal cruise services. Some of them have far more than 100 
beds but are not allowed to navigate far distant from a coastline. The 88-page booklet costing 25/40 EUR 
is also is available from <arnulf.hader@gmx.de> 
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